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IUU fishing – the role of the EU

• Environmental and socio-economic impacts 

• The EU is the largest importer of fishery products

• The EU has a key role to play in the global fishery production and 
market and must therefore take a key role in the fight against IUU 
fishing

• In the 00’s: Measures already adopted at regional and international 
level were not sufficient enough to fight IUU fishing

=> EU IUU Regulation (No 1005/2008)
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Main objectives

• Application of international rules,
laws and regulations of states,
including international conservation
and management measures

Operational tool (I)

• Catch Certification Scheme
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Operational tool (II): Cooperation with third countries
The process at a glance
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Cooperation with third 
countries

Overview of existing
procedures with third 
countries
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Cooperation with third countries
Tangible results in third countries

• Improved governance
• Revised legislation
• Strengthened sanctions
• Cooperation, coordination and mobilisation of different relevant authorities
• Political commitment to the highest level

Strengthened MCS
• Improved vessel monitoring
• Reinforcement of inspections and controls

Improved traceability throughout the supply chain
• Cross-checking and validation of CC data

A new dynamic…
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Cooperation with third countries
Indirect effects on general governance

Positive
• Better traceability throughout the supply chain - fair trade of fishery products
• Improved implementation of PSMA – difficult conditions for IUU vessels
• Improved regional cooperation to fight IUU fishing
• Improved cooperation between coastal, port and flag States

Consequences
• Fewer places for vessels engaged in IUU fishing to unload
• Fewer and less profitable markets for operators to sell IUU fishing products
• Reflagging

Good results but fight against IUU fishing must continue – all 
actors have a role to play
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Thank you! 

For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing_en


