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Outline 

ωWhat is a Fishery Improvement Project (FIP)? 

ωWhere are we now on the tuna sustainability scale? 

ωHow can tuna FIPs accelerate achieving sustainability? 

ωWhere are we now on forming effective tuna FIPs? 
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General WWF FIP Process 
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FIP  Confusion!τLǎ ƛǘ ŀ άCLtέ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚ 

Conservation Alliance for Sustainable SolutionsτDefinitions 
 
ω Comprehensive FIPs (Includes all WWF FIPs) 
 
ω Basic FIPs (Includes WWF Fishery Conservation Projects) 
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WWF FIP 

Follows a comprehensive Action Plan 

ωTarget: MSC Certification w/o conditions 

ωBasis: Formal Pre-Assessment against the 28 
performance indicators of the MSC Standard 

ωTime Period: <5 years w/ measurable progress 

ωEngagement: Stakeholders 

ωTransparency: FisheryProgress.Org 
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Tuna  

RFMOs 

Source: ISSF (2018) 
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Global Status of 

Tuna Stocks 

Source: ISSF (2018) 
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65% 

22% 

13% 

Source: ISSF (2018) 

¢ǳƴŀ {ǘƻŎƪǎΩ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ aƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ wŀǘŜ 
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Some Key Sustainability Issues 

1. Precautionary Harvest Strategies (Advocacy) 
 

- Target & Limit Reference Points 
- Harvest Control Rules 

 

2. Bycatch mitigation (Action by Vessel Owners) 
 

- FAD management (purse seine) 
- Sharks, rays, sea turtles (purse seine & longline) 
- Baitfish (longline and pole-&-line) 

 

3. Effective & Fair Enforcement (Advocacy) 
 

- Transparency 
- Observer Security & Safety 
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FIPs Help Accelerate Tuna Sustainability 

ωProviding a smart and strong voice in the supply chain 
(Bottom-up joining in the top-down supply chain efforts) 
 
ωBeing consistent in advocacy to governments and RFMOs 
 
ωDeveloping/implementing best practices before RFMOs 
 
ωGaining recognition, ultimately through MSC certification 
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Key Tuna FIP Resources 

ωHighly experienced NGOs: WWF, SFP, Ocean Outcomes 
 
ωOutstanding ISSF Tools and Support: 
 
ωGlobal MSC Pre-Assessments for tuna stocks & RFMOs 
ωGlobal Status of Stocks 
ωResearch and data 
ωBest practices documents 
ωSkipper training workshops 
ωAudited Pro-Active Vessel Register (PVR) 
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Source: ISSF (2018) 
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Source: ISSF (2018) 


